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SHY KID WllM a big d e  a d  e ~ e n  bigger A ~ Q I I * t i t P 1 S , ~ n d d a r r r r r s s l ~ l a s t  

H 
- - 

name. 
B o l P i n ~ ~ b u t ~ p o o ~ d t y o f O a x -  
q Mexico. ChrisCian. who is aImut t~ enter the 

ninthgE&is-* 
Receatfy b told his story to WNYC, New Yo& Public 

R&~o w.9 FR6 an;d 820 AM). it can a h  be heard at 
-0rg 
AS part of Radio Rookieg. WNYC's youth jo&alism 

p g r a m , t h e t e e n g i w s a ~ - ~ n a c a n m i ~ t i -  
ded, What Abotlt Me, Uncle Sam? 

I t i s a p o i g m n t l m k a t ~ c h o i ~ e r r i s t - i f a n y -  
for- kids'who came here M y  in life and . 
donr lmow my home other than the U.S. 
"I fed 100% Mexi- and all-American at the same 

rime,," - . . 
said, 

In his radio piece, he re& how his mother carried 
him h her arms through the Arizona desert when he was 

4. It was a grueling, 
five-hour journey. 

*All 1 &ember is 
helicopters, do? 
barking," said C h -  
tian; who liw on 
Staten Wand with h$ 
parents and a. young- 
er brother. ?I felt I 
couldn't breathe b+ 

cause I had dirt in my nose." 
He is a good student who oL aollege, loves 

sports and tallrs excitedly about bis W-lhem, half-Rus- 
sian girlfriend. About to begia high school, he has come 
to r d k  how bn%d his optiom are. , 

T w o u l d l i k e t h e ~  Ad topass," he said. "And I 
'wwldWforcomprcm hdgrationmfomtopass 
tm for all the-other ' IE out m." 

~ D r e a m A c C a ~ t h e ~ d y w a g p e o p 1 e  
~likChristian,grewupinthiswun~butwRosefu- 
tureis,tosay thek&,.uncahh It waspart ofthe immi- 
gration bill defeakd in the Senate June 28: 

If the Dream Act is ever mactedIlit would all? W- 
gmut s b t h t s  with no papers to apply for legal statuS as 
long as they are attending wllege.It w d d  give them the 
same iftheyjuintheArmy 
l M=e despite the war," Christian said 

with a serious qression. "It is the only way to get the 
Amrim dlhmhip and money for college!' 

Eleven years after his mother brought him to New 
York, the oply clew memory he has from his native Oax- 
a is M of his grandmother. The rest, he says, are just 
"8ashbaclw.' 
"I was 4 when she died, but I have never forgotten my 

grandma," he said. T was her favorite gradson, and 
when she passed.] cried for two weeks.* 

His chlldhmd on Sbten Ishd,  he says, was pretty 
much the same as that of m y  other child He went to 
school, watched P o k h h  on 'ZV an8 played with bjs Hot 
Wheels in the d&may In the process, be l m e d  En- 
-. 

But he is also w&$y aware of a huge diffemm be- 
iwem him and most ofhis hiads. 

~ y e a r s f r o m n o w , u l q r w i l t b e g e t t i n g ~ t o @  
toco~ege ,"hesa idWut l i~havetogohacktoM~ 
andM~orhidefortbenstofmyl i fe ."  

H e ~ n o t w a n t t o ~ t o M ~ e v e n b h ~ h e  
doemYhmean~kHisarmmmerjob*ent&spend- 
.ing 17hoursaday,four~aweek, as abusboyin are& 
~for800prWeeg .orabout$2 .94anhout :  
Tn quit in Septmnber and go back to school," he said. 

%ut I need Uw? moneya 
AsbedwbathetbitokswiUhqpnifallundocumented - - marmgranas are deported, he doesn't hesitate: "They 

would hame to bring in other immigrants to do those 
job,= he said. 

And wken asked what has he learned with his radio 
piece, he pauses bri- *r learned that It is a cruel world 
aud that I don't have many choices." 
For the sake of the Bids and for our own s&e, let's hope 

that all that energy and tal-eat are not dowed to go to 
waste. aruk@nydal&newcdm 


